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Hello &
Welcome!

We’re living in challenging times. York 
Design Week 2021 sets out to ask: 
What if we weren’t in such a pickle? 
What would that look, feel and be like, 
and how would we design a way there?

With an exciting programme of 
exhibitions, workshops, installations, 
creative careers advice, presentations, 
and live music, you are invited to join us. 

Let’s find unexpected solutions to 
systemic problems through play, 
conversation, collaboration, and by 
taking a tumble into the unknown. 
From the city to the individual: how 
do we think global and act local, be 

creative, build communities, deepen 
our democracy, and reconnect with the 
natural world?  

This year from the 20-26th October, 
together with our partners across 
the city, we will create space for 
conversation. ‘Make Stuff Better’ 
through collaboration, re-evaluation, 
democratisation, exploration and 
transformative action. 
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What’s going on...
  Available online     Multiple dates

P6-9 All Week 20 - 26

Plotting Inequality –  
Des Clarke

New Visuality Exhibition

Pollution Bike  
– Clare Nattress

OpHouse x Sheffield Uni

The Hut Dreamscape

Izzy Williamson Art Exhibition

Drawsome!

P11 Tuesday 19th

Pickle Quiz

P12-13 Wednesday 20th

Festival Launch

How to Start a Student 
Housing Revolution

Why Equality is Better  
for Everyone in York

Safer Places by Design

P15 Snowhome x Food Circle 
Recipe Cards

P16-18 Thursday 21st

Explore Nature at The Hut

The Temperature of York  
– Roanna Wells 

Open Lunch

Do Good with Food #1

Branding for Good

Heritage Access and 
Disability

Zero Waste Design –  
Danielle Elsener

What if York – Rob Hopkins

P20-22 Friday 22nd

Introduction to Systems 
Change

Hut Scribes – Dream Beyond  
at The Hut

York in 2040

Biomimicry Market  
Report Launch

Diversity in the Screen 
Industry – XR Stories  
+ Guild of Media Arts

Crowdsourcing a Community 
Plan – My Future York

Pollution Bike Talk  
– Clare Nattress

York Creatives Social / 
‘Pickle after party’

Terrarium Workshop

4     yorkdesignweek.com       



P24-27 Saturday 23rd

Housing Pioneers  
– 3D Mapping

Willow House Open Day

Gender Marathon

Cardboard Build with 
MATT+FIONA – YoCo

Nature and Biomimicry  
Design Walk

UThink Pop Up – Piccadilly 
Arts 

P28-29 Sunday 24th

YoRobics

Safer Places by Design – 
Public Happening

Art is My Career Talks

Do Good with Food #2

Slow Down with Sam

P30-31 Monday 25th

Art is My Career ‘Not a 
Careers Fair’

Art Box at Art is My Career

Our Flag at Drawsome

Drawing with Architects

P32-34 Tuesday 26th

Community Collage

Do Good with Food #3

Safer Places by Design

Site Visits with Architects

Perma-Culture-Clay

Homesick – Catrina Davies

York Creative Spaces  
Book Launch + Talks

P34 Post event

Play Here with  
Playful Anywhere

P36 Map of venues

P38 Our Sponsors
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All Week (20 - 26 October)

Pollution 
Bike – Clare 
Nattress
Cycle Heaven 
11am-4pm

After travelling across 
seven countries by 
bicycle including one of 
the most air-polluted 
cities in the world, 
Kathmandu, cycling 
and air pollution have 
now become a basis for 
Clare’s art-making and 
research. This exhibition 
and an informative 
talk on her findings 
so far, will no doubt 
spark some interesting 
discussion, ideas, and 
perhaps collaborations!

Drop in 

Plotting 
Inequality – 
Des Clarke
York Explore 
10am-5pm (drop in)

Des Clarke is an artist 
and musician based in 
York. This interactive 
exhibition interrogates 
data sets and statistics 
in relation to inequality. 
Using mathematical, 
algorithmic and 
statistical processes to 
create these beautiful 
drawings on a modified 
vintage pen-plotter. 
The plotter will be in 
action and limited edition 
prints will be available 
to purchase via the York 
Design Week shop. 

Drop in 

New Visuality
According to McGee
10am-4pm

Our illustrations are 
based on positivity in the 
face of modern life: our 
storyboards, characters,
and speech bubbles, 
created by young people 
from all over York, will 
contain aspirational
narratives and we have 
digitally intervened to 
ensure that they are 
ready for projection in 
the windows.

Drop in 
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All Week (20 - 26 October)

OpHouse x 
Sheffield Uni
Morrell House, Clifton
11am-4pm

Architecture Students 
from Sheffield University 
exhibit their project  
work so far at Morrell 
House – the first 
OpHouse development 
in York. OpHouse are 
part of a movement  
that sets out to 
challenge the injustice 
that is systematically 
perpetuating the cost 
of housing in the city – 
the community housing 
group intend to renovate 
a disused care home 
in Clifton, through 
co-creation with local 
people.

Drop in 

The Hut 
Dreamscape
The Hut
11am-4pm

Enter our dream world.
We asked our members 
what their dream 
world would look like 
and feel like? See their 
answers in the form of 
sculpture made from 
recycled materials 
with our inspired 
outdoor exhibition. 
The Hut York is a 
registered charity 
providing purposeful 
activities and support 
for people with 
enduring mental 
health issues and/or 
learning disabilities.

Drop in 

Izzy Williamson 
Art Exhibition
The Golden Ball
(please check GB 
opening times, whcih 
vary day-to-day)

Izzy is a printmaker living 
in York and specialising 
in linocut. Her inspiration 
comes from nature and 
stories that help explain 
our place within the 
natural world. She enjoys 
using playful, whimsical 
narratives, which can 
vary from the dark and 
outlandish to the small 
and nostalgic joys of daily 
life.  You are invited to 
‘meet the maker’ on the 
afternoon of Sunday  
24th October! 

Drop in 

yorkdesignweek.com       7



Drawsome!
Spark York
12pm-5pm daily

Drawsome! is back! In collaboration 
with MarcoLooks, we will be hosting  
a print swap exhibition all week 
at Spark York, showcasing over 
50 incredible illustrators and 
printmakers. Saturday 23rd October 
will see a series of creative  
and family friendly workshops,  
live music curated by Young Thugs  
Records and an indy makers market, 
featuring artists from the exhibition.

Once again we will  
be taking donations  
on the day for Bowel 
Cancer UK, or you  
can donate online  

at tinyurl.com/drawsomeyork

Drop in 

Saturday 23rd:

Live music from 3pm
curated by Young Thugs

Indy Makers Market 
featuring artists from  
MarcoLooks Print Swap 

Workshops 

12-5pm  
Zine & Badge Making  
with York Zine Fest 

12-1.15pm  
Art Workshop  
with Kate Bilton

1.30-2.45pm 
Matchbook Stories  
with Mim Robson

3-4.15pm  
Pirate Map Making  
with James Dillon

From 4pm (outside) 
Drawsome Draw Jam  
with Dan Baines

4.30-6.30pm  
Artbox Workshop  
with Owen Turner

All week:
Print Swap Exhibition 
from MarcoLooks
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L-R: Talk More, Rachel Croft and Mollie Coddled
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P # YDW21

Research and development for
the future of immersive and interactive storytelling

xrstories.co.uk

Empowering people and enabling growth
in the screen industries of Yorkshire and the Humber

screen-network.org.uk
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Tuesday 19th October

Pickle Quiz

The Golden Ball 
7-10pm

Join us for a pre-event 
pickle-related quiz at 
the Golden Ball. 

GB stalwart Ben 
Crosthwaite hosts what 
will be a fun and care-
free start to the week.

Drop in  
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Wednesday 20th October

How to Start a Student 
Housing Revolution
Online / 4-5.30pm

There are currently approximately 
25,000 Students in York, who make up 
over 10% of the cities population. Student 
housing is expensive, far too often not fit 
for purpose and at its worst, exploiting 
young people. Join Seasalt student 
housing coop, YorSpace Community 
Land Trust, Barbican Community Centre 
and Breaking Ground Liverpool for this 
explorative conversation around how 
student housing coops can become part of 
the solution to the cities housing crisis.

Book online

Festival 
Launch
Online / 10-11am

To kick off the festival, 
the York Design Week 
team will be online for a 
morning coffee.

You are warmly invited 
to join the team to check 
in and say hello. We’ll 
be launching this years 
themes and sharing our 
personal highlights for 
the week ahead.    

Book online
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Wednesday 20th October

Why Equality 
is Better for 
Everyone in York
Online / 7-8.30pm

Over a decade ago, The 
Spirit Level – Why Equality is 
Better for Everyone, by Kate 
Pickett and Richard Wilkinson, 
presented years of research 
and data that the Economist 
deemed ‘hard to dispute’.  
A decade later, and in our post 
pandemic world, we’ll hear 
from Kate about what’s been 
happening at the Equality 
Trust since then, explore how 
we might tackle York’s acute 
inequality and hear from 
activists and researchers 
working to make our city  
a more equitable and fair 
place to live.  

Book online

Safer Places by Design 
Online / 5-6.30pm

Join York Civic Trust for this open and 
interactive conversation event exploring 
perceptions of risk of harm in public places 
in York. It offers the chance to re-see our 
city through the eyes and experiences of 
others, where safe and dangerous spaces 
can be differently experienced depending 
on gender, age, sexuality, ethnicity, or 
homelessness.

In asking which spaces in our city we avoid 
and why, harsh truths about our city might 
need to be confronted. But the conversation 
will offer hope, too, as we discuss the role 
better design of our public spaces can help 
address the issue of safety in York.

Book online
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Packed with creativity, cookery and 
connections; tuck into six irresistible 
seasonal recipes preserved on a series 
of ‘Post-a-Print’ cards by Snowhome x 
Food Circle.

Pin-up the pop-art print to bring a smile 
to the day. Cook-up the simple preserving 
recipes to squirrel away some seasonal 
delights. Share the love and ‘Post-a-Print’ 
using the postcard reverse for some snail-
mail connections.

Collect one of 200 free ‘Candied Squash’ 
recipe cards during York Design Week  
and create Halloween inspired treats 
that will last long after the ghosts have 
gone. Find them at Snowhome throughout 
the week or pop down to the Food Circle’s 
produce market at Tang Hall Community 
Centre on Wednesday or Saturday. For 
more information and times visit:

foodcircleyork.co.uk

Snowhome X 
Food Circle 
Recipe Cards
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Thursday 21st October

The Temperature  
of York – Roanna Wells 
York Theatre Royal 
21-23 October  
11am-4pm

Roanna Wells is an artist and maker based in 
Sheffield. You are invited to take part in this co-
created painting with Roanna, which will capture the 
‘Temperature of the City’. Inspired by the annual 
‘check in’ with residents held by Aarhus municipality 
in Denmark, this installation will ask participants 
to add their mark to a collaborative watercolour 
painting responding to a series of questions around 
personal wellbeing. Roanna’s practice is an intuitive 
expression of quiet order, subtle structure and 
collected detail, which is offset by a curiosity into 
the spontaneous and accidental marks or residues of 
human interaction and the hand made process.

Drop in

Explore Nature 
at The Hut 
Online / 11am-12.15pm

Join us to explore nature 
in the city, stimulate 
all your sense and 
discover the ways you 
can connect with nature 
even in suburban areas. 
Remember your coats 
and to wrap up warm. 
Please note our sessions 
at The Hut York are 
provided as purposeful 
activities for people with 
enduring mental health 
issues and/or learning 
disabilities and are £5.50 
a session. 

Please call 01904 652991 
to book
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Thursday 21st October

Open Lunch
Spark York
12.30-1.30pm

It’s time for a proper 
lunch break. Come and 
join us for an hour, enjoy 
some great street food 
and make new friends in 
the process. 

Open Lunch is open to 
all and we encourage 
you to bring people 
along.

Drop in

Do Good with 
Food #1
Online / 1-2.30pm

DGWF #1: Big Audacious 
Goals – your why 
Want to find meaningful 
ways to contribute to 
your community?
Join this online event 
to connect with global 
changemakers, share 
your experience and 
ideas and define your 
why for doing good with 
food. Free workshop 
series to help test food 
themed community 
impact ideas.

Book online

Branding  
for Good
The Crescent (Main Room)
10am-12pm

Using Carl Jung’s 60 
personality archetypes, 
LazenbyBrown have 
developed a brand 
process that agencies, 
makers and creators 
of all shapes and sizes 
can use to deepen their 
existing practice and level 
up their income and client 
engagement. This event 
will be an introduction to 
the practical application 
of the process for a local 
charity or community 
group, and you will also 
have the opportunity to 
ask questions of the team.

Book online
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Thursday 21st October

What if York –  
Rob Hopkins
Online / 7-8.30pm

Rob Hopkins is a cofounder 
of Transition Town Totnes 
and the Transition Network. 
He presents the podcast 
series ‘From What If to 
What Next’, exploring 
how to make wild ideas 
reality. What if York were 
to embrace a truly holistic 
approach to development? 
What if the people of York 
were all housed, fed and 
safe, what if York was a 
zero homeless city? What 
if York could become the 
first carbon negative 
city? What if marginalised 
voices in our city were 
finally heard? Join us for 
a talk  and Q+A with Rob in 
this shared dream space.

Book online 

Zero Waste 
Design – 
Danielle 
Elsener
Online / 5-6.30pm

York College hosts 
DECODE; a complete Zero 
Waste Design System that 
solves industry problems 
through design, education 
and production. We take 
a creative approach 
to navigating our 
multifaceted industry and 
thrive on solving complex 
problems. We are here 
to help you transition 
from your existing design 
models to be one of 
efficiency, adaptability, 
and completely free  
of waste.

Book online

Heritage Access 
and Disability
Online / 3-4pm

Has access to the City 
of York improved since 
medieval times? During this 
workshop, we will consider 
examples from history of 
access and adaptations, 
forms of transport, and 
explore more recent 
issues concerning disabled 
access to the city. We’ll 
be thinking about public 
attitudes towards disabled 
people following the Covid 
pandemic, and  combining  
the historical insight from 
York Civic Trust with the 
disability rights work being 
done by the York Human 
Rights City Network. 

Book online
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Friday 22nd October

Introduction to 
Systems Change
Online / 10-11am

York MCN have been 
pioneering a shift in 
approach to social services, 
through creative and 
explorative means. The 
York Systems Change 
course has equipped nearly 
50 participants across 
statutory, voluntary 
and private sectors and 
from social and creative 
industries, with the skills 
and confidence needed to 
create effective and long 
term systems change in our 
city. This session will give 
you a flavour of the course, 
which will be open for 
applications again in 2022. 

Book online

York in 2040
Acomb High Street 
22-24 October 
11am-4pm

You are invited to step 
into the future to the 
year 2040. What do you 
see while you’re there? 
York has been carbon 
neutral for six years and 
turned out fantastic! 
Write, draw and build 
what you imagine with 
help from talented 
illustrators to bring 
your ideas to life!

Drop in

Hut Scribes – 
Dream Beyond 
at The Hut 
The Hut York
Wigginton Rd
11am-12.15pm

Be inspired to explore and 
write about what your dream 
world would look like. Zero 
calorie cake, having wings 
to be able to fly or a giant 
rollercoaster that connects 
the city, let your imagination 
run wild! Please note our 
sessions at The Hut York 
are provided as purposeful 
activities for people with 
enduring mental health 
issues and/or learning 
disabilities and are £5.50  
a session. 

Please call 01904 652991 
to book
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Biomimicry 
Market Report 
Launch
Spark York / 2-5pm

After intensive research 
and interviews in the field 
of biomimicry innovation, 
we built a diverse network 
of over 1500 academics 
and 100+ research labs in 
the UK. This report is an 
overview of the ecosystem 
of biomimetic technologies 
from research to market as 
well as an insight into the 
most common challenges 
and opportunities in this 
highly interdisciplinary 
field. Applying advanced 
data analysis techniques, we 
managed to distil and reveal 
the roadmaps of biomimetic 
technology from an idea to 
reality within the UK.

Book online

Diversity in 
the Screen 
Industry – XR 
Stories + Guild 
of Media Arts
Spark York / 5-8pm

Discover why the lack of 
diversity in the screen 
industries impacts not 
only those working in 
the sector but those 
watching too.

This screening of 
Industry Voices is 
accompanied by a pre-
recorded discussion of 
the issues raised in the 
film, featuring Dr Beth 
Johnson and Marcus 
Ryder MBE.

Book online

Crowdsourcing a 
Community Plan 
– My Future York
Brew York / 5.30-7pm

You are invited to help 
create a community plan 
for York Central*. Shape 
it, debate it vote on it. 
YoCo (York Central Co-
Owned) in partnership 
with Demos, are testing 
a new approach to large 
scale public engagement 
and decision making.

*York Central is a large 
area of York, near the 
railway station and behind 
the National Railway 
Museum. The site will 
become a place to live, 
work and spend time.

Book online
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Friday 22nd October

York Creatives 
Social / ‘Pickle 
after party’
Spark York / 6-11pm

Join the YDW team and 
York Creatives for the 
‘What a pickle’ party. 
Come and celebrate 
collaboration, design  
and creativity in our city. 
Fancy dress theme – you 
guessed it – P I C K L E S. 
Go wild people. Prizes for 
best dressed on the night. 

Book online

Terrarium 
Workshop
Spark York
6.30-8.30pm

Come and roll up  
your sleeves and build 
your own terrarium;  
a miniature ecosystem! 
We will supply you 
with a Tinyjohn Jar 
which you will fill with 
various plants and an 
arrangement of pebbles 
and moss. 

Book online

Pollution Bike 
Talk – Clare 
Nattress
Cycle Heaven / 6-8pm

After travelling across 
seven countries by bicycle 
including one of the most air-
polluted cities in the world, 
Kathmandu, cycling and air 
pollution have now become a 
basis for Clare’s art-making 
and practice-based research. 
This exhibition of recent 
artwork and an informative 
talk on her findings so far, 
as well as her collaboration 
with atmospheric scientists 
at WACL, will no doubt 
spark some interesting 
discussion, ideas, and perhaps 
collaboration!

Book online

22     yorkdesignweek.com       



As a part of York MCN, a Network 
of people from all walks of life 
come together regularly to share 
knowledge and learning, and to 
recognise where they might be 
able to collaborate.

Currently, there are various 
working groups and inquiries 
looking at culture change, 
learning and engaging through 
creativity, systems change and 
commissioning.

There is also connected activity 
looking at participatory grant 
making, and how we can improve 
the systems which help to 
perpetuate multiple disadvantage 
for children and young people.

Absolutely everyone is invited to 
get involved in any area of the work 
and we welcome newcomers to 
Network Meetings.

To get involved or ask any 
questions, please just email: 
info@yorkmcn.org.

Plant the seeds for 
social, cultural and 
systemic change

Scan the QR code to visit our 
website and fi nd out more.

Plant the seeds for 



Saturday 23rd October

Housing 
Pioneers –  
3D Mapping
Hungate Reading Cafe
11am-1pm

A  fun, challenging, 
interactive session with 
a diverse range of local 
stakeholders to fill you 
with ideas and inspiration 
to make the city of  
York a true pioneer  
in the world of positive 
housing development.

Email connect@
kaizenartsagency.org  
to enquire

Willow House 
Open Day
Willow House 
11am-4pm (Talk at 1pm)

York Archaeological 
Trust invite you to 
visit their community 
project and learn about 
their most recent 
project – Archaeology 
on Prescription. We are 
undertaking a community 
dig and making space 
for creative engagement 
that aims to create a 
pathway for learning and 
employment for a variety 
of participants, whose 
health and wellbeing 
will benefit from their 
involvement.

Drop in

Gender 
Marathon
Online
10am-10pm

York Design Week 
has partnered up with 
York LGBT Forum and 
Community Voices to 
present a gallery of 
submissions about the 
pickles we get into when 
it comes to Gender 
and Design. We will be 
sharing the submissions 
with you through a 12 
hour zoom marathon 
exhibition using only 
the chat box to consider 
each piece in turn  
(no videos, no mics).

Drop in online
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Proud to support York Design Week

Images courtesy of Josef Dorninger, OMA International

The Guild of Media Arts was formed in 2015 
as the lifelong custodian of York's designation 
as a UNESCO City of Media Arts.

Join us and connect with 
York’s creative future 
guildofmediaarts.com 

Throughout the week we will 
be actively involved, supporting 
and partnering on a range of 
events. Highlights include the 
XR Stories film followed by the 
York Creatives social (Friday 
22nd), the Art is my Career 
‘Not a Careers Fair’ (Monday 
25th) and the Bags of Creativity 
Doodle Book handouts with 
REACH that will be available 
to children and adults alike.  

What we do 
• We connect people
• We create networking events
• We run skills workshops
• We provide a place to   
 collaborate
• We bring media arts into the  
 lives of York's residents
• We project York's media arts  
 around the globe
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Colour Options 
–
Extensive in-house print  
services, beautiful paper  
and boards, incredible  
enhancements and traditional 
craftsmanship combined  
with a passion for print. 

Enquiries
–
+44 (0)1904 608 158
info@colouroptions.co.uk
www.colouroptions.co.uk
@colouroptions
#PrintLove



Cardboard 
Build with 
MATT+FIONA  
– YoCo
National Railway 
Museum
11am-4pm

MATT + FIONA work 
with young people on 
building projects across 
the UK that empower 
communities to have a 
direct influence upon 
their environment. This 
workshop invites young 
people and their families 
to come and explore 
how we might  co-create 
a community centre on 
York Central, as part of 
YoCo’s community led 
development on the site.

Drop in

Nature and 
Biomimicry 
design walk
Meet outside Spark York 
(at the front)
2-3.30pm

Bemuse in collaboration 
with Biomimicry UK 
welcome you to a walking 
tour of green places 
and spaces in York to 
learn more about the 
importance of plants and 
their pollinators. Learn 
about how designers have 
been inspired by our flora 
and fauna to create unique 
solutions for our planet. 
From medical devices 
to more efficient energy 
systems, there will be 
something for everyone.

Drop in

UThink Pop Up – 
Piccadilly Arts 
Piccadilly 
Times tbc (please 
check online)

Uthink Piccadilly Pop 
Up has transformed 
York’s former Tax 
Office into a vibrant 
art gallery which 
presents a collaborative 
alternative to corporate 
business strategies.  
A cultural landmark  
and a unique design 
project in its own right,  
it shows how much  
can be achieved with 
vision and a commitment 
to community. 

uthinkpdp.org.uk

Drop in
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Sunday 24th October

YoRobics
Rowntree Park
Every Sunday for a month
(3, 10, 17, 24 October)
9-10am

FREE workouts in Rowntree park!

In partnership with The Friends of Rowntree Park  
and Rowntree Park Reading Cafe, come and take part 
in 45 minute workshops every Sunday for a month.  
A combination of strength, running, cardio and 
agility. It’s easy to follow, effective and fun  
(with great music)!

Please wear comfy clothes and sport shoes, bring a 
towel or yoga mat as well as water. Meet outside the 
Reading Cafe. 

Drop in

Safer Places by 
Design – Public 
Happening 
Outside York Minster
12-3pm

How can we better 
understand the risk of harm 
to us occurring in public 
places in York? Which 
spaces in York do we avoid 
and why? Does our gender, 
age, sexuality, ethnicity, or 
homelessness inform our 
perception of risk in the 
city? How can we design the 
city better to reduce the 
risk of harm? Come join the 
conversation via this public 
happening event. It is set 
to be an ongoing, emerging 
artistic form, for which all 
can contribute.

Book online
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Art is My 
Career Talks
De Grey Lecture 
Theatre, York St John 
12-4pm

Five industry leaders 
join us for this talk 
series at York St John, 
including award winning 
photographer Clinton 
Lofthouse and The New 
York Times featured 
illustrator, Elena 
Skoreyko Wagner as we 
gain a deeper insight 
into the industry and the 
future as predicted by 
those working within the 
sector. Full speaker list 
available online.

Book online

Do Good  
with Food #2
The Crescent  
(Front Room)
1-2.30pm

DGWF #2: Doorstep 
Challenge

Have you run events 
before but want them 
to have more impact? 
Explore your ideas with 
some of York’s greatest 
impact leaders and 
identify what challenges 
you can tackle together, 
or create something  
new yourself. 

Free workshop series to 
help test food-themed 
community impact ideas. 

Book online

Slow Down  
with Sam
Brew York / 5-7pm

Having cut his teeth 
crafting speciality coffee 
in Sheffield, and more 
recently sharing his love 
of natural wine via second 
project, ELM, Sam Binstead  
has adapted his passion 
for ethical and sustainable 
practice to live a slower, 
more intentional life, 
sharing his ‘Slow Fashion’ 
journey online. Join Sam 
for this practical mending 
session; hear tips, tricks 
and hacks for slowing down, 
whilst mending a treasured 
garment or accessory. Bring 
along an item you would like 
to mend. Needles, threads 
and scissors provided. 

Book online
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Monday 25th October

Art is My 
Career ‘Not a 
Careers Fair’
Spark York / 12-4pm

The Art is My Career 
‘Not a careers fair’ 
will showcase over 20 
individuals and roles 
within the creative 
sector. Designed to 
show the diversity and 
viability of the careers 
on offer and create 
lasting conversations 
with young people to 
consider a career within 
the creative sector. 

Drop in

Art Box at  
Art is My Career
Spark York / 12-4pm

It is time to bring positive message and 
to improve small unloved areas of your 
community through art and creativity. 
This workshop focuses specifically on how 
we can bring imaginative, fun and playful 
art to the individual wards across York. 
The Art Box initiative is using street art to 
brighten key spaces with colourful Street 
Art on media boxes around York. Many 
will be sponsored by local businesses and 
residents. We want people to bring their 
ideas and imaginations to the table to 
ensure the art is relevant and engaging for 
the community it is for! Join us to paint and 
draw a brighter future. Something that all 
ages can get involved in! 

Drop in with your Art is My Career ‘Not a 
Careers Fair’ ticket

30     yorkdesignweek.com       

A
LS

O
 A

T D
RAWSOM

E! S
E

E PAGE 8



Our Flag at Drawsome!
Spark York / 12-4pm

How do you express personality and 
identity through the simplicity of a 
flag. For centuries flags have signified 
many things for different people, tribes 
and communities whilst also having the 
ability to divide, oppresss and evoke 
fear throughout history. In this fun 
and interactive workshop we explore 
how we can express your individuality 
as well the relevance to community 
within the city you live in. Using 7 rules 
to help design a new flag  that truly 
represents you and where you live and 
work. Something that all ages  
can get involved in! 

Drop in 

Drawing with 
Architects
City wide (Meet at  
St Sampson’s Square)
1.30-4pm

York Architectural Association 
host ‘Drawing with Architects’ 
a creative wandering workshop 
through York City Centre, where 
you’re invited to join with sketch 
pads, pencils and watercolours 
at the ready. An exciting chance 
to engage with your city from a 
different perspective. Meet the 
architects at SPARK, York. Art 
supplies can be provided for 
those on low income, this can be 
arranged when you book your 
spot, no evidence needed. 

Book online
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Tuesday 26th October

Do Good with 
Food #3
The Crescent  
(Front Room)
1-2.30pm

DGWF #3: Self-
Assembly Starter Kit

Got an idea that will help 
you contribute more 
to your community? 
Discover a tool kit for 
action and what it takes 
for you to prototype  
an event. 

Free workshop series to 
help test food themed 
community impact ideas. 

Book online

Safer Places  
By Design 
Multiple venues (tbc) 
1-4pm

York Civic Trust 
presents this city-wide 
public installation that 
represents collective, 
public discussion of 
York’s streets and places 
where we feel safe and at 
risk of harm. Taking the 
concept of the city’s ‘blue 
plaques’, and how they 
communicate information 
in public ways, this city-wide 
installation will further 
the conversation and 
importance of the issue of 
public safety from harm. 
Full details of the locations 
of the installation via York 
Civic Trust’s website and 
social media.

Drop in

Community 
Collage  
The Hut York
Wigginton Rd
11am-2.15pm

What does community 
mean to you? How does 
your community look 
and feel? Join us to 
answer these questions 
through the medium of 
collage. Please note 
our sessions at The Hut 
York are provided as 
purposeful activities for 
people with enduring 
mental health issues 
and/or learning 
disabilities and are £5.50 
a session. 

Please call 01904 
652991 to book
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Tuesday 26th October

Homesick – 
Catrina Davies
Brew York / 6-7.30pm

Homesick, by Catrina 
Davies, is a poignant story 
about the author’s personal 
struggle to navigate the 
Cornish housing crisis. 
York Design Week are 
pleased to welcome 
Catrina in conversation this 
year, to speak her truths, 
share ideas and discuss 
creative solutions that 
could allow us to live good 
and honest lives within 
an impossible economic 
system.  To submit a 
question in advance, 
please email connect@
kaizenartsagency.org by 
20th October. 

Book online

Site Visits with 
Architects 
Location on booking  
Half hour slots: 1.30,  
2, 2.30 and 3pm

Part of our ‘Art is My Career’ 
programme, and hosted 
by York Architectural 
Association, you’ll don hard 
hats and hi-vis for this rare 
opportunity to explore a live 
construction site. Under 18’s 
must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian. Please 
note, the construction site 
will not be wheelchair 
accessible, if you would 
like to arrange a meet up 
with York Architectural 
Association to meet 
your access needs, please 
get in touch connect@
kaizenartsagency.org

Book online

Perma-Culture-
Clay Workshop 
Available Online 

Using Perma-Culture-Clay
Greenware (unfired 
clay) in an experimental 
way, we will make “living 
sculptures” via an online 
workshop with clay 
available at the YDW sites. 
The greenware holds 
enough water to support 
plant growth. Watch the 
pieces transform either 
inside or in a temporary 
home outside.  The 
environment itself waters 
the seedlings embedded 
in the greenware surface 
and the natural dyes in the 
petals and herbs create a 
living sculpture.

Pick up clay at Spark  
and drop in online
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Tuesday
26th October
Continued

Post-event

Play Here with   
Playful Anywhere
Museum Gardens 
27-30 October 

Please see museum  
Gardens Opening times

Playful Anywhere CIC is a Leeds-
based social enterprise with a mission 
to catalyse creativity,  inventiveness 
and playfulness, where we work, live 
and travel. For YDW 2021, the team at 
Playful will be parking up a Playbox 
at Museum Gardens for half term, 
creating space and time for some 
dreaming, nonsense and sparkles. 
Intergenerational fun times here we 
come (no age limits).

Drop in

York Creative 
Spaces Book 
launch + Talks
Spark York / 8-11pm

York’s Creative Spaces is a 
collection of photographs and 
interviews profiling some of 
the city’s studios, workshops, 
galleries and independent 
venues.  Created by Ben Porter 
of York Creatives, the 200 page 
hard back book documents the 
quirky, historic, repurposed 
spaces that York’s creative 
community inhabits. Join 
Ben and the featured artists, 
practitioners and businesses at 
the book launch to celebrate 
this visual representation of 
the creative sector, and receive 
10% off any copy of the book 
purchased on the evening.

Book online
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gfsmith.com 

@gfsmithpapers



Where 

Venues on 
the Map

1 York Explore
2 According to McGee
3 Cycle Heaven
4 The Golden Ball
5 SPARK
6 York Theatre Royal
7 The Crescent
8 Brew York
9 Hungate Reading Cafe
10 The National Railway Museum
11 Piccadily York
12 Rowntree Park
13 York Minster
14 York St. John’s 
15 St. Sampson’s Square
16 Mass Architecture 
17 Museum Gardens
18 Willow House

Venues off 
the map

Morrell House (YO30 6EZ)
The Hut (YO31 8HG)
Acomb High Street (YO24 4HA)

 Train Station

 City Walls 





Our Amazing Sponsors  
and Supporters





Tickets & event information
yorkdesignweek.com

/yorkdesignweek
@yorkdesignweek
@yorkdesignweek

Tickets & event information  
at yorkdesignweek.com

/yorkdesignweek
@yorkdesignweek
@yorkdesignweek


